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What you‟ll achieve today

• The Library

• Library resources

• Databases

• The web



Medical Library Information

• Location

 Lower Ground Floor – Lift Bank B

• Membership

 Registration forms:

1st form – Fill in first page, section D and sign

2nd form – Fill in first page and sign

 Bring both forms and trust ID card to the 

library



Library Opening Hours

Term Time

Monday-Thursday 0900-2100

Friday 0900-2000

Saturday 0900-1700

Opening hours vary during the summer vacation



Services Available

• Borrow books

• Browse print journals

• Access e-journals and full text articles

• Search databases

• Inter-library loans



Books and Journals

Books
10 standard loan books can be borrowed for a period of 

three weeks

3 short loan books can be borrowed for a period of 
seven days

All books can be renewed up to ten times (if not 
reserved by other library users)

Journals
Reference access to print journals – cannot be 

borrowed

Users can obtain a photocopy card



Searching the Catalogue



Book Classification
•Books in the library are divided into subjects 
•{ǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ΨŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ 
•Enables books to be located easily on the library shelves. 

•National Library of Medicine classification ςAlphanumeric 
system

•WY: Nursing
•162: Operating Room Techniques
•COR: Individual identification of book



Searching the catalogue - books



Searching the catalogue - journals



E-Journals

• Many journals now available electronically

• Length of back issues varies

• Possible to get pre-published articles

• Several thousand titles

• Available via PCs in the library



• Full text usually goes back to the mid 

1990s – if it‟s before this, you most likely 

won‟t be able to access it

• We may not have a subscription to the 

journal electronically – always check the 

catalogue

• You can only access Imperial College 

subscriptions on a computer in the library







What is a database?

• Provides a way of searching across a 

large number of journals to find relevant 

articles

• Contains a list of indexed references to 

journal articles

• Contains bibliographic information and 

abstracts of journal articles



Before you start searching

• Make sure you have:

A focused, answerable question

How well do antiretroviral drugs work?

How effective are antiretroviral drugs on pregnant 

women with HIV/AIDS?

Broken the question down into its key concepts

Antiretroviral drugs

HIV/AIDS

Pregnancy



Boolean operators

Boolean operators are words that create 
relationships between search terms

• AND

„AND‟ narrows your search
e.g. Antiretroviral Drugs AND Pregnancy

This searches for items containing both words. This will 
result in fewer but more relevant results

• OR

„OR‟ broadens a search
e.g. HIV OR AIDS

This searches for items containing either word



Online resources

• Search engines – no restrictions

Google, Yahoo

• Subject gateways – evaluated information

NHS Evidence, Intute

• Blogs – online diary/journal updated often

• Wikis – Website allowing users to add and 

edit content collectively

Wikipedia



Online resources – Advantages and Disadvantages

• Advantages

Instant Information from a simple search

Current information

• Disadvantages

May not be of appropriate quality

Often funded by advertising

Uncertain authenticity



“In this book you will see that all cancers are alike. 
They are all caused by a parasite. A single 

parasite! ... And if you kill this parasite, the cancer 
stops immediately. 

http://curezone.com/clark/cancer.asp

“Salt deficiency: the cause of all serious diseases… 
synonymous with birth defects, organ failure, 

decay, diseases, premature aging”

http://www.shirleys-wellness-cafe.com/salt.htm

http://curezone.com/clark/cancer.asp
http://www.shirleys-wellness-cafe.com/salt.htm
http://www.shirleys-wellness-cafe.com/salt.htm
http://www.shirleys-wellness-cafe.com/salt.htm
http://www.shirleys-wellness-cafe.com/salt.htm
http://www.shirleys-wellness-cafe.com/salt.htm


Intute

ωFind quality 
internet 
resources for 
free

ωAssessed and 
reviewed by 
subject 
specialists



Web Links

• http://www.imperial.ac.uk/library

• http://www.intute.ac.uk

• http://www.evidence.nhs.uk

http://www.imperial.ac.uk/library
http://www.imperial.ac.uk/library
http://www.intute.ac.uk/
http://www.evidence.nhs.uk/


Tasks

1. For each of the listed topics, use a mixture of textbooks 
and internet resources to outline: 

• Condition, treatment, management and associated 
compilations. 

o Diabetes

o Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)

o Hypertension

2. Treasure Hunt

Using the catalogue, answer a series of questions about 
books and journals available in the library


